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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on June 13, 2013. 

Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN 

THE ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman James Sumner, 

and Mayor Mark Weber 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark Vander Laan, Acting 

Clerk of Council Karla Plank, Assistant City Manager Kelly 

Harrington, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Parks & Recreation 

Director Chuck Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire 

Chief Rick Brown, Police Chief Paul Hartinger, Police Captain 

Rich Riley, Communications and Public Relations Coordinator, 

Emily Schaffer, Jason Hoffman, and interested citizens 

5. SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF COUNCILWOMAN STEPHANIE STOLLER 

Mayor Weber stated, “In 1973, 40 years ago, that the War in Vietnam was just wrapping up 

for America, Watergate did not yet begin to dominate the news, the Big Red Machine had 

yet to win a World Series championship, and I was a sophomore at Miami University.  Blue 

Ash was an obscure suburban outpost at the time, and Steph Stoller became a member of 

Blue Ash City Council.  Let’s flash forward to 2013.  Things have certainly changed in the 

City of Blue Ash.  Blue Ash is a thriving suburban community that really is the envy of its 

peers.  It achieved and succeeded the right way – putting a plan together, following the plan 

that had enough flexibility to embrace opportunities when presented.  Around this evolution, 

one constant has been Stephanie Stoller.  None of us is more passionate about Blue Ash 

then Steph.  None of us has been more responsive to our constituents than Steph.  It has 

been my honor to have served a mere 12 years with Steph and a greater honor to recognize 

her on the incredible achievement of 40 years of service on Blue Ash City Council.  From all 

of us, congratulations and thank you.”   

Mayor Weber read Resolution No. 2013-5 in its entirety. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-5 

EXPRESSING SINCERE APPRECIATE TO 

STEPHANIE STOLLER FOR 40 YEARS OF 

DEDICATED SERVICE AS COUNCILWOMAN TO THE 

CITY OF BLUE ASH, OHIO  

 “WHEREAS, June 2013 marks the 40
th
 Anniversary of Councilwoman Stephanie 

Stoller dedicated service on Blue Ash City Council; and  

 WHEREAS, Councilwoman Stoller and her family have lived in Blue Ash for over 45 

years; and  

 WHEREAS, Councilwoman Stoller was appointed as a Blue Ash Council 

Representative on June 21, 1973; and  

WHEREAS, Councilwoman Stoller represents the first and only woman to have held 

a Blue Ash Council position and is the longest-standing Council member in Blue Ash history; 

and  

 WHEREAS, Councilwoman Stoller served as Blue Ash’s Mayor from December 1983 

to November 1987, as Vice Mayor from December 1979 to December 1983 and from 

February 1989 to December 1991; and  
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 WHEREAS, Councilwoman Stoller has been an active member of several community 

organizations and currently serves as Co-Chair of the Inclusion Panel of the Cincinnatus 

Association, Board member of Woman’s City Club, and a Board Member of Cincinnati 

Women’s Political Caucus.  She is a recent past Board member of Planned Parenthood and 

now serves on the Development Committee of the organization; and  

 Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, 

SECTION I. 

 The Council of the City of Blue Ash, on behalf of all Blue Ash citizens and 

Councilwoman Stoller’s many friends at Blue Ash City Hall, hereby expresses heartfelt 

appreciation and admiration to Stephanie for her 40 years of service to Blue Ash Council and 

wish her many more happy and healthy years as a Council Representative in the 

community.   

SECTION II. 

 The Council of the City of Blue Ash congratulates Stephanie for her years of service 

and leadership and look forward to many more years to come.   

PASSED this 13
th
 day of June, 2013.” 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka read an excerpt from a letter received from U.S. Senator Rob 

Portman, “Congratulations on your 40 years of service on Blue Ash City Council.  Your 

dedication and service to the community is an inspiration and your leadership is unmatched. 

 You should be proud of your legacy.  I am confident you will continue to serve the 

community with honor and distinction.” 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka also read an excerpt from a letter received from State Senator and 

President of the Ohio Senate Keith Faber and State Senator Bill Seitz, “Diligent and 

painstaking in all your endeavors, you have achieved a noteworthy record of service as a 40 

year member of the Blue Ash City Council by ably fulfilling your myriad of responsibilities and 

distinguishing yourself as an outstanding individual.” 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka further read an excerpt from a letter received from State 

Representative Connie Pillich and Ohio Speaker for the House of Representatives William 

Batchelde, “the first and only woman elected to the Blue Ash City Council, you are truly 

deserving of high praise, for you have combined civic concern and dedication with selfless 

initiative to become a dynamic leader in the area… Election to public office is one of the 

highest honors the people in a democracy can bestow upon a fellow citizen, and you have 

clearly shown the potential of each person to have a positive effect on the quality of life in 

our society.” 

Councilman Sumner noted that in 1973, he was a sophomore in high school and also noted 

that 10 years later, he had his first opportunity to meet Councilwoman Stoller (he was like 

Danny Hosbrook who comes to every City Council meeting) and was impressed how the City 

was run.  At the time, Councilman Sumner expressed a concern to City Council about a 

sidewalk.  Not more than 5 days later, Councilwoman Stoller showed up at his door step 

wanting to know what his concerns were.  That told Councilman Sumner what a great public 

servant Councilwoman Stoller was.  Councilman Sumner expressed with emotion that he 

has worked with Councilwoman Stoller on Council for a long time – 22 years.  The example 

that Councilwoman Stoller set at that time, showed him how he could best serve his 

constituents during the last 22 years.  Councilman Sumner expressed his sincere 

congratulations. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka expressed that he lived in Councilwoman Stoller’s district.  He has 

lived in the City of Blue Ash for 22 years and indicated that she has done a nice job for the 

entire Ward 2 and she is the reason that he lives in Blue Ash.  It has been his privilege to 

serve on Council with Steph for the last 9 years.   

Councilman Bryan expressed to Councilwoman Stoller that he felt she was a truly amazing 

person who not only delivers excellent constituent service but is also a very savvy business 

woman, a loving mother, great wife to Arny, and a fabulous grandmother.  He commended 

Councilwoman Stoller for her work and involvement in so many organizations such as the  
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Blue Ash/Montgomery Symphony Orchestra.  She is the kind of person that makes our 

society a better place to live and thanked her.  Councilman Bryan also pointed out that his 

wife, Linda, was at the Council meeting along with Patti Sumner (wife of Councilman 

Sumner) and stated that they don’t normally show up for Council meetings but they showed 

up tonight because they think so highly of Steph.   

Councilman Buckman offered his congratulations to Councilwoman Stoller.  He stated the 

she has had Blue Ash in her heart from day one.  Councilman Buckman has been on 

Council for 13 years and everything that Councilwoman Stoller does has always been done 

for the better and for the people of Blue Ash.  He congratulated her on 40 years and looks 

forward to many more years to come.  

Mayor Weber moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2013-5.  

There being no further discussions, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Councilwoman Stoller 

abstained.  Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller along with the rest of the Council Members stepped down for a 

presentation of a glass engraved plaque along with a Blue Ash wrist watch.   

Councilwoman Stoller expressed her gratitude and her enjoyment in working for the 

constituents the last 40 years and feels that Blue Ash has done pretty well, as indicated by 

the Summit Park groundbreaking that took place before the Council meeting.  Councilwoman 

Stoller feels good about how people have built and moved into houses that weren’t around 

when she arrived on Council.  Her time on Council has been really great and she loves 

working with Administration and stated that she tends to enjoy working more in the 

administrative role in making the City work right than in the political portion.  She thanked 

everyone. 

Mayor Weber invited everyone after the Council meeting to a reception in the Blue Ash 

Conference Room to provide an opportunity for everyone in attendance to thank 

Councilwoman Stoller for all she has done.   

6. PUBLIC HEARING – Vacating a portion of Cook Avenue from Margaretta Avenue 

west to the railroad tracks (Ordinance No. 2013-32) 

Mayor Weber asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2013-32 in its entirety. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-32 

  AUTHORIZING THE VACATION OF .20 ACRES OF 

DEDICATED PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY (A PORTION OF 

COOK AVENUE) BETWEEN MARGARETTA AVENUE AND 

SORTA’S MAIN RAILROAD LINE EAST OF KEMPER 

AVENUE PURSUANT TO SECTION 723.04 OF THE OHIO 

REVISED; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

 WHEREAS, Christopher J. Pernice and Herbert Noble, Jr. have petitioned the City of 

Blue Ash to vacate a portion of Cook Avenue, between Margaretta Avenue and SORTA’s 

main railroad line just east of Kemper Avenue, consisting of .20 acres; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Blue Ash has not made any improvements within this 

dedicated public right-of-way and therefore no loss would be experienced by the City by 

vacating said right-of-way in that it serves only Christopher J. Pernice and Herbert Noble, Jr., 

as to access; and 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, on review of said vacation 

during a public hearing has determined that there is good cause for such vacation, that it will 

not be detrimental to the general interest, and that it should meet the requirements set forth 

in Title 7 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

 Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, not less than five (5) 

members thereof concurring, 

SECTION I. 

 Vacation of .20 acres of dedicated public right-of-way, representing a portion of Cook 

Avenue between Margaretta Avenue and SORTA’s main railroad line just east of Kemper 

Avenue as shown on the attached Exhibit A is hereby granted and that a good cause exists  
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for such vacation, that it will not be detrimental to the general interest, and that it should 

meet the requirements set forth in Title 7 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION II. 

The applicant’s legal representative is hereby authorized to take the necessary steps to 

implement the vacation of said right-of-way and to properly record said action at the 

Recorder’s and Auditor’s offices of Hamilton County, Ohio. 

SECTION III. 

 The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents in order 

to complete the action of vacating this dedicated public right-of-way. 

SECTION IV. 

 This ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare of the City of Blue 

Ash; the reason for the emergency being the need to allow the developer/owner to move 

forward with the filing of the plat with the County, thereby providing for development 

opportunities and private improvements.  Therefore, this ordinance shall take effect and be 

in force from and after its passage. 

Public Works Director Gordon Perry presented that the City of Blue Ash received a petition 

to vacate a public right-of-way in the area of Cook Avenue, located in the southern part of 

the Hazelwood Subdivision and immediately east of the railroad tracks.  The area is an 

undeveloped dedicated public right-of-way, which means that this was dedicated during a 

subdivision process creating the Hazelwood Subdivision.  There are several streets, 

Margaretta being one of them, that are similar to Cook Avenue.  Further north of Margaretta 

is a paper street, recorded in the plat of the subdivision, but upon which there are no 

improvements.  This portion of Cook Avenue is a vacant lot.  The house shown on the plat 

has been demolished and is an unimproved parcel.  Cook Avenue is the area requested by 

the Petitioners to be vacated which is approximately .20 acres and is a 40 foot right-of-way.  

There are no utilities in this area.  Due to the constraints, there are no opportunities for the 

City to connect any type of roadway system or improvements because of the railroad.  On 

the immediate west side of the railroad tracks, there is a creek that runs through the 

property.  After being reviewed by City staff, it is recommendation that Cook Avenue be 

vacated as petitioned.   

Mr. Perry informed Council that Chris Pernice is present for any questions regarding the 

right-of-way.  

In answering Vice Mayor Czerwonka’s questioned Mr. Perry responded that it was the intent, 

at one point in time, to take Cook Avenue across the railroad tracks but the recorded plat 

shows most of the lots in the area as 25 foot wide lots.  As Mr. Perry understands it, the 

subdivision housing in the area was originally developed for housing (which pre-dates City of 

Blue Ash) for factory workers.  There are several areas that have dedicated right-of-ways.   

There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 

7:30 PM. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL C HAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Harrington to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety 

in the rear of Council Chambers.  

8. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to accept the agenda. A voice 

vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN 

THE ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank  
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5. SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF COUNCILWOMAN STEPHANIE STOLLER  

a. Resolution No. 2013-5,   expressing sincere appreciation to 

Stephanie Stoller for 40 years of dedicated service as 

Councilwoman to the City of Blue Ash, Ohio  

6. PUBLIC HEARING – Vacating a portion of Cook Avenue from Margaretta Avenue west 

to the railroad tracks (Ordinance No. 2013-32) 

7. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

8. ACCEPTANCE OF REVISED AGENDA 

9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Regular Meeting of May 23, 2013 

10. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – May 2013 – Honorable Mark F. Weber 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for May 2013 

11. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

1. Motion setting 7PM, Thursday, July 11, 2013 as public hearing for consideration of 

the 2013 Tax Budget 

2. Resolution No. 2013-4,   demonstrating the City's desire to continue the 

Ohio Police and Fire pension plan 

3. Ordinance No. 2013-28,  transferring funds  

b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2013-29,   ratifying bid award for Plainfield Road Sidewalk 

Project 

2. Ordinance No. 2013-30,   awarding bid for Summit Park Phase 1 Group B 

1-03 Earthwork and Utilities  

3. Ordinance No. 2013-31,   authorizing services contract for construction 

materials observation and testing services re: 

Summit Park Phase 1 

4. Ordinance No. 2013-32,   vacating a portion of Cook Avenue from 

Margaretta Avenue west to the railroad tracks  

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

1. Motion setting 7:05 PM, Thursday, July 11
th
 as a Public Hearing to consider a 

proposed Zoning Map Amendment to rezone approximately 26.399 acres at 

10900 Kenwood Road currently M-4 Light Industrial District to the R-4 Residential 

District  

2. Motion setting 7:10 PM, Thursday, July 11
th
 as a Public Hearing to consider a 

Special Use Permit for a Multi-Family Development at 10900 Kenwood Road  

13. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

a. Personnel Matters – to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, 

promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or 

official 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

9. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of, May 23, 2013. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 
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10. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – May 2013 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: ..........................................................................................................................................  $11,618.39 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ................................ $ 6,936.96 

To the State of OH: .................................................................................................................................. $4,067.00 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................... $819.00 

  General Rev Fund ............................................................................................ now included in 2b on SC form 

 Expungements ...............................................................................................................................................$30 

  Indigent Defense Support fund ......................................................................................................... $2,420.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund ............................................................................................................... $308.00 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Seat Belts ............................................................................................................................................. $490.00 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ................................................................................................... $132.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ....................................................................................................................................... $0 

Bond Money applied ............................................................................................................................................. $0 

Bond Money returned .................................................................................................................................. $0 

Restitution payment ............................................................................................................................ $482.43 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..............................................................................................................................  $11,618.39 

BALANCE IN BONDS: ..............................................................................................................................................  ...... $200.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations .............................................................................................................................157 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations ................................................................................................................... 12 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  ........................................................................................................................ 169 

Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases: ............................................................................................ $6,936.96 

d. Financial Report – May 2013 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to accept the Financial 

Report for May 2013 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING May 31, 2013 

MONTH TO DATE 2012 2013 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
5-1-13 

 $37,511,421.75  43,775,219.29 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 2,772,001.40  2,137,534.96  
 Debt Financing (long term) 0  0  
 Debt Financing (short term) 0  0  
 Other Revenue Received: 1,060,292.86  991,408.35  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  3,832,294.26  3,128,943.31 
 
Expenditures: 

    

 Long Term debt retirement 439,566.88  401,636.25  
 Short term debt refinancing -  -  
 Other Expenditures: 2,730,893.28  3,709,543.30  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  (3,170,460.16)  (4,111,179.55) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:  
5-31-13 

 38,173,255.85  42,792,983.05 

   
YEAR TO DATE 2012 2013 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE: 
5-1-13 

 33,264,957.20  37,088,085.16 

Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: 15,132,646.07  15,816,082.86  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: 5,372,947.75  5,726,955.41  

 = Total YTD Receipts  20,505,593.82  21,543,038.27 
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Expenditures:     
 Long term debt retirement 785,401,74  710,524,86  
 Short term debt refinancing -  -  
 Other Expenditures: 14,811,893.43  15,127, 615.52  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:  (15,597,295.17)  (15,838,140.38) 

YEAR-TO-DATE FUND BALANCE:   38,173,255.85  42,792,983.05 

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 5/30/13.  Interest paid to date on matured investments: $6,886.86 Receipt and 

expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING May 31, 2013 
MONTH-TO-DATE STATUS 2012 2013 
 Business Net Profit 409,695.50  251.73  
 Resident Net Profit 187,034.82  28,855.08  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 46,808.30  3,975.60  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 30,192.22  11,663.28  

 Net Profit Total  673,730.84  44,745.69 
 Withholding 2,048,252.97  2,051,111,02  
 Subcontractor Withholding 50,017.59  41,678.25  

 Withholding Total  2,098,270.56  2,092,789.27 

 Monthly Collection Totals  2,772,001.40  2,137,534.96 
    -22.89% 
     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS     
 Business Net Profit 2,853,037.04  2,841,305.45  
 Resident Net Profit 577,343.51  649,802.29  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 133,009.93  201,410,93  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 53,939.63  52,365.08  
 Net Profit Total  3,617,330.11  3,744,883.75 

 Withholding 11,278,922.84  11,824,485.39  
 Subcontractor Withholding 236,393.12  246,713.72  
 Withholding Total  11,515,315.96  12,071,199.11 
 YTD Collection Totals  15,132,646.07  15,816,082.86 

4.5% 

 YTD Refund Totals  400,930.70  885,553.66 

 
11. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

There were no hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:32 PM. 

12. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

11.a.1. Motion setting 7PM, Thursday, July 11, 2013 as public hearing for 

consideration of the 2013 Tax Budget  

As is customary this time of year, this motion sets the public hearing date for the 2013 Tax 

Budget for July 13, 2013 at 7:00 PM. It is necessary to hold a public hearing and to 

thereafter present Council with a resolution for the Budget's acceptance, as has been the 

practice in the past. A copy of the Tax Budget will be available for review by the public, and 

Council's copy will be delivered in early July. 

Please direct any questions regarding this motion or the tax budget process to the 

Treasurer. 

11.a.2. Resolution No. 2013-4 – demonstrating the City’s desire to continue the Ohio 

Police and Fire pension plan 

Per Ohio Police and Fire Pension Plan requirements, “Employers, under OAC 742-7-14, 

must pass a resolution under a format provided by OP&F, in order to either establish or 

change a “pick-up” of member contributions. Since the mandated revision of employee 

contributions rates constitutes a change, all OP&F employers who participate in a pick-up 

plan, must pass a new resolution and have it approved by their legislative authority.” 

The Internal Revenue Code provides for an employer’s use of a pick-up method for member 

contributions to OP& F.  The use of the term “pick-up” is an Internal Revenue Code definition 

and does not necessarily mean that the employer is actually paying the contributions for the 

employees. The pick-up method that the City utilizes is the Member Salary Reduction 

Method in which we withhold pension contributions from employee wages and submit the 

contributions to OP&F. 
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There are no changes to the employer contribution rates. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

11.a.3. Ordinance No. 2013-28 – transferring funds 

The attached transfer ordinance provides for the following budget modifications: 

- Police Grants (Funds 281 & 294) – fine-tuning revenue and expenditure 

appropriations up to the full amount of the grant awards for both the OVI Task Force 

and the Law Enforcement Liaison grants administered by our Police Department. 

- Fire Capital (Fund 111) – appropriation of the Bureau of Workers’ Compensation 

grants awarded to our Fire Department for the purchase of three stair chairs, a chest 

compression system, and a hose management system.  The BWC grants totaled 

over $36,000. 

- Events Center (Fund 752) – adjustments needed to allow for separate accounting of 

employee gratuities.  The adjustments provide for transfer/change of current budget 

appropriations to accomplish the separation with no additional funding required. 

- Tax Incremental Financing (Funds 271 & 333) – additional revenue and expenditure 

appropriations to make the required remittance to Sycamore Community School 

District related to the Target/Plainfield Road TIF as well as the itelligence/Ilmenau 

Way Connector Road TIF.  On the County tax settlement received in May, the City 

collected its first itelligence/Ilmenau Way TIF proceeds and saw an increase in the 

revenue generated from the Target/Plainfield Road TIF. 

 Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

11.b.1. Ordinance No. 2013-29 – ratifying bid award for Plainfield Road Sidewalk 

Project 

At the May 23
rd
 Council Meeting, Council approved Ordinance 2013-27 authorizing the City 

Manager to award a Contract for the HAM-CR-273-3.20 Plainfield Road Bike Path Project 

(PID 86633).  Bids for this project were opened publicly on June 5, 2013 and was awarded 

to Sunesis Construction Co., 2610 Crescentville Road, West Chester, Ohio.  Ordinance No. 

2013-29 ratifies the bid award for this project as indicated in Ordinance No. 2013-27.   

This project is partially funded by a Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality (CMAQ) Program 

grant in the amount of $525,000. The deadline for receiving these funds was June 10, 2013 

to meet the end of ODOT’s fiscal year. Ordinance No. 2013-27 authorized the City Manager 

to award a contract after the bid opening on June 5, 2013 to the most responsive bid based 

upon quality, service, past performance, and price. The ODOT project funding has been 

approved and appropriated for the Plainfield Road Project.   

This project involves constructing a wider and safer bike path on the east side of Plainfield 

Road from Cooper Road to Glendale Milford Road. The new bike path will be moved off the 

road separating pedestrian/bikers from vehicle traffic. Construction is expected to begin in 

mid June with an anticipated completion date of December 6, 2013. 

Please direct any questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

11.b.2. Ordinance No. 2013-30 – awarding bid for Summit Park Phase 1 Group B 1-03 

Earthwork, and 1-04 Utilities 

NOTE:  Bids will be opened on Wednesday, June 12
th

.  Administration will recommend 

approval and provide Council with an updated Ordinance prior to Thursday’s Council 

Meeting.  

Bid package B (earthwork and utilities) for Phase 1 of the Summit Park project was 

advertised on Wednesday, May 15, 2013 in the Cincinnati Enquirer and on Wednesday, 

May 22, 2013 in the Northeast Suburban Life-Press. Bids will be received and publicly 

read aloud on Wednesday, June 12, 2013. 

Please direct any questions to the Public Works Director. 

11.b.3. Ordinance No. 2013-31 authorizing service contract for construction materials 

observation and testing services re Summit Park Phase 1  

The Public Works Administration sent out Requests for Proposals to solicit informal 

quotations for construction materials observation and testing professional services 

associated with Phase 1 of Summit Park.  Public Works Administration recommends that a 

contract be authorized with Cardno ATC for the observation and testing during the mass  
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earthwork activities and site utility excavation and backfill during the months of June through 

December 2013.  The amount of such services is not to exceed $66,151.30. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director. 

11.b.4. Ordinance No. 2013-32 – vacating a portion of Cook Avenue from Margaretta 

Avenue west to the railroad  

The City of Blue Ash was contacted by Mr. Chris Pernice of Monarch Homes in 2012 

regarding procedures to vacate a portion of the dedicated Cook Avenue right of way within 

the Hazelwood area.  Mr. Pernice intends to develop several single family homes in the area 

adjacent to Cook Avenue.  Mr. Pernice and his co-applicant, Mr. Herbert Noble Jr., formally 

submitted a petition to vacate dedicated public right of way (paper street) on February 1, 

2013.  Both Mr. Pernice and Mr. Noble own all of the properties adjacent to this portion of 

Cook Avenue. 

Currently, this portion of Cook Avenue is a paper street only, whereas this street has been 

recorded as dedicated public right of way and no physical street improvements exist at this 

location.  The area is a vacant undeveloped lot.  This dedicated public right of way is 

bordered by properties owned by the applicants on the north and south and is bordered by 

the railroad and creek on the west and Margaretta Avenue on the east.  The City owns this 

right of way.  Due to the location of this right of way there is no current or anticipated future 

use by the City of this property.  There are no utilities within the right of way.  The City 

Solicitor’s office has reviewed the property title search and found all adjacent properties are 

owned by the applicants and does not object to the public right of way vacation.  City staff 

has reviewed the request and no objections were received.  It is my recommendation that 

the dedicated public right of way as per the attached exhibit be vacated per the applicant’s 

request.   

In order to vacate dedicated public right of way, it is necessary to provide a public hearing to 

discuss the petition to vacate.  A public hearing has been scheduled for the June 13 Council 

meeting.  After the public hearing, an ordinance will can then be presented to City Council in 

order to approve the vacation.  Please contact me with any further questions. 

 Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director.  

11.c.1. Motion Setting 7:05 PM, Thursday, July 11
th

 as a Public Hearing to consider a 

proposed Zoning Map Amendment to rezone approximately 26.399 acres of 10900 

Kenwood Road currently M-4 Light Industrial District to the R-4 Residential  

11.c.2.  Motion setting 7:10 PM, Thursday, July 11
th

 as a Public Hearing to consider a 

Special Use Permit for a Multi-Family Development at 10900 Kenwood Road  

The motions setting public hearings for a Zoning Map Amendment and for a Special Use 

Permit on July 11 are related to an application by Silverman and Company to develop 

approximately 26.4 acres of the property at 10900 Kenwood Road into a multifamily 

development with 252 units.  The Planning Commission reviewed the proposal at its regular 

June 6 meeting and recommended approval of both items to City Council.  Legal notice for 

the Zoning Map Amendment will be provided in the newspaper and by mail to abutting 

property owners prior to the public hearing. 

Please direct questions to the Community Development Director.   

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Buckman to setting 7:00 PM, Thursday, July 11, 

2013 as public hearing for consideration of the 2013 Tax Budget.  A voice vote was taken.  

All members present voted yes.  Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2013-4 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-4 

EXISTING OHIO POLICE AND FIRE PENSION PICK–

UP PLAN RESTATED RESOLUTION OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, HAMILTON 

COUNTY, OHIO 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2013-5.  
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There being no further discussions, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2013-28 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-28 

  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND 

AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-2 FOR THE YEAR 2013 (AS SHOWN 

ON ATTACHMENT); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-28.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 

2013-28 passed. 

b. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2013-29 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-29 

RATIFYING ORDINANCE NO. 2013-27 AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT 

FOR THE HAM-CR-273-3.20 PLAINFIELD ROAD BIKE 

PATH PROJECT (PID 86633); AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber 

voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Bryan seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-29. 

Mr. Perry explained that a similar Ordinance was passed during the last Council meeting 

authorizing the City Manager to enter into a contract.  This allowed the City to meet a 

deadline with the Ohio Department of Transportation for $525,000 in CMAQ funding which 

have now been approved so the City can now move forward with the project.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2013-29 passed. 
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Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2013-30 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-30 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER 

INTO A CONTRACT FOR GROUP B 1-03 

EARTHWORK AND UTILITIES ASSOCIATED WITH 

PHASE I OF THE SUMMIT PARK PROJECT; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-

30. 

Mr. Perry explained that the Nelson Stark Company that was awarded the project.  He feels 

they are a good contractor and will be doing the earthwork contracting and the underground 

utilities excluding the underground electrical services.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2013-30 passed. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-31 

AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS 

OBSERVATION AND TESTING SERVICES 

ASSOCIATED WITH PHASE I OF THE SUMMIT PARK 

PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber 

voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-

31.  

Mr. Perry explained that this ordinance is for the Phase 1 of the Summit Park project for 

quality control and quality assurance and material testing for concrete and soil compaction to 

ensure that the City gets a good quality project.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2013-31 passed. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-32 

AUTHORIZING THE VACATION OF .20 ACRES OF 

DEDICATED PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY (A PORTION 

OF COOK AVENUE) BETWEEN MARGARETTA 

AVENUE AND SORTA’S MAIN RAILROAD LINE EAST 

OF KEMPER AVENUE PURSUANT TO SECTION 

723.04 OF THE OHIO REVISED; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber 

voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 
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Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2013-

32.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2013-32 passed. 

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilman Bryan to setting 7:05 PM, Thursday, July 11, 2013 

as a public hearing to consider a proposed Zoning Map Amendment to rezone approximately 

26.399 acres at 10900 Kenwood Road currently M-4 Light Industrial District to the R-4 

Residential District.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.  Motion 

carried. 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilman Buckman to setting 7:10 PM, Thursday, July 11, 

2013 as public hearing to consider a Special Use permit for a Multi-Family Development at 

10900 Kenwood Road.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.  Motion 

carried. 

13. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Perry informed Council that the City is beginning the Reed Hartman sidewalk project 

from Osborne Boulevard to Cornell Road on the west side of Reed Hartman Highway.  The 

City is also beginning the sidewalk project on Cooper Road from Plainfield to Waxwing on 

the south side of Cooper Road.  The Plainfield Road sidewalk project has begun from 

Cooper Road to Glendale-Milford Road, along with beginning its paving program. Mr. Perry 

stated there are a lot of projects going on within the City in addition to the Summit Park 

project.   

In answering Councilman Bryan’s question regarding the completion of the bike paths and 

walking paths within the City, Mr. Perry answered that it is the City’s intent to have the 

majority of the paths to be completed this year; however, there will be some smaller portions 

that will remain to be completed.   

Fire Chief Rick Brown reported that the City was successful in receiving a grant from the 

Ohio Bureau of Worker’s Compensation (BWC) that allowed the Fire Department to 

purchase three PowerTraxx Stair Chairs.   

Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington approached Council regarding a memo provided to 

them regarding a partnership opportunity with Forest Pharmaceuticals to bury utility lines and 

requested Council’s feedback.   

Councilman Sumner stated that when a new company comes into town, all the deal are to be 

done as part of the package to attract them to the City.  Councilman Sumner isn’t in favor of 

sweetening the deal (especially to the size and cost as proposed) and doesn’t feel it is 

appropriate to add incentives to a deal once construction has been begun.   

Ms. Harrington explained that it should be viewed as more of an infrastructural project for the 

City and less as an incentive for the company. 

Councilman Sumner felt that the funds should be preserved for other economic incentives 

for other companies.   

Ms. Harrington further explained that there is a TIF fund in place on the property that would 

be a funding source for the project as opposed to the Economic Development fund.  She 

further explained that if the City doesn’t partner with Forest Pharmaceutical, the utility lines 

will remain above ground.   

Councilman Bryan agreed with Councilman Sumner and feels that in the future, the City 

should make certain that all anticipated expenses be considered in the negotiations.  

However, Councilman Bryan indicated that by having the utilities underground it keeps the 

City safe from power outages and unsightly power lines.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka stated that the City did this for itelligence but it was made a part of 

the incentive deal. 
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Councilman Adamec stated the Councilman Sumner brings up a good point in that the City 

needs to make sure these projects should be made as part of the deal negotiations and not 

afterwards.    

Councilman Sumner asked how the percentage of costs involved were derived that the City 

pay 2/3 of the costs and Forest Pharmaceuticals pay 1/3 of the costs. 

Ms. Harrington stated that it was the best offer that Forest Pharmaceuticals would offer.  As 

mentioned in the memo, when Forest Pharmaceuticals chose the City of Blue Ash, the City’s 

site was $4 million greater than other sites that they looked at.  Forest Pharmaceuticals has 

also incurred an additional $500,000 in soil stabilization costs.   

The consensus by Council was to partner with Forest Pharmaceutical for underground utility 

lines.   

City Manager David Waltz congratulated Councilwoman Stoller and indicated that it is very 

inspiring to watch her years of dedicated service to the City.  She is deserving of all the 

congratulations that have been given and looks forward to continue working with her.  

Mr. Waltz reminded Council that the 4
th
 of July is the City’s next big event and looks forward 

to seeing everyone at the event which will be held at Summit Park this year.  The park will be 

unfinished but the Parks and Recreation Team are working hard to have everything ready to 

go.   

Mr. Waltz informed Council that on Wednesday, Mr. Perry and Community Development 

Director Dan Johnson attended a planning seminar in Downtown Cincinnati where they 

discussed evolving trends in land use and transportation.  In the near future, Mr. Waltz will 

discuss with Council some of the things that should be thought about in the future as the City 

goes through its comp plan updates.   

Solicitor Mark Vander Laan stated that he has had the privilege of being with Councilwoman 

Stoller longer than anyone else here because before Mr. Vander Laan was City Solicitor, he 

was the Assistant City Solicitor.  Councilwoman Stoller and he got to work together on a 

zoning case which ended up unsuccessful but stated it has been a great run to work with her 

for the last 35 years and congratulated Councilwoman Stoller in her achievements.   

Councilman Buckman congratulated Councilwoman Stoller and informed that for many years 

she had a license plate that said “BLU ASH” and later “BLUE ASH” became available which 

shows how much this City means to her.   

Councilman Adamec extended his congratulation to Councilwoman Stoller and commended 

her on being a part of all the great changes to the City.   

Councilman Sumner indicated that Councilwoman Stoller’s 40 years on Council is not 

finished as she is running again this year for re-election.  Councilman Sumner also indicated 

that during the last Council meeting, there was a presentation from the Eastside Players.  He 

highly recommended that everyone go see the Shrek play being presented this year.  

Councilman Sumner also stated that over 10 years ago, the City approved to provide funding 

for the Morgan’s Raid Trail signage.  On July 14
th
 from noon to 5 pm, there will be an open 

house at the Hunt House to commemorate the 150 year anniversary of the Morgan’s Raid 

and an unveiling of the signage.  He encourages all to attend.    

Vice Mayor Czerwonka congratulated Councilwoman Stoller and thanked her for doing such 

a great job in representing the ward in which he lives. 

Mayor Weber gave Councilwoman Stoller the deserving last word of the night.   

Councilwoman Stoller thanked everyone for coming to Council to celebrate her 40
th
 

anniversary.  She was very surprised by the special celebration and appreciates all that has 

been done to commemorate her time on Council.  

Councilwoman Stoller reminded everyone that the Shrek play by the Eastside Players is a 

wonderful event and encourages everyone to attend.  She indicated that there are a lot of 

local people working in community theaters all over the City and Cincinnati is one of the 

biggest areas for community theaters in the country.   
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14. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman 

Adamec seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to 

personnel matters.  The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, Czerwonka, 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to personnel matters were discussed, Councilman Sumner moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was taken. 

All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman 

Bryan seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. 

The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:03 PM. 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Acting Clerk of Council 
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